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Woolly bear caterpillars can be seen crossing 

sun-warmed roads.

*MVIƥMIW�ETTIEV�MR�KVEWW]�EVIEW�SR�[EVQ��WXMPP�
evenings.

0SSO�JSV�HVEKSRƥ]�I\YZMEI��I\SWOIPIXEP�
remains left after moulting). They can be found 

on tall grasses near lakes and ponds.

Notice oak leaves as they lose chlorophyll and 

begin to change color. They will typically begin 

falling within several weeks.

Look for bald eagles perched near the mouths 

SJ�XLI�VIKMSRŭW�PEVKI�VMZIVW��YXMPM^MRK�XLI�MGI�JVII�
[EXIV�JSV�ƤWLMRK�

Yellow warblers and black & white warblers 

return from their southern wintering areas and 

can be heard singing from breeding territories.

3R�QMPH��VEMR]�RMKLXW��PSSO�JSV�JVSKW�ERH�
salamanders crossing roads as they travel to 

nearby breeding ponds.

Spring bird migration is in full swing. Watch 

the sky and treetops at dawn and dusk for 

migrating birds.

0MWXIR�JSV�RSMW]�ƥSGOW�SJ�[LMXI�WRS[�KIIWI�
SZIVLIEH�EW�XLI]�LIEH�WSYXL��SV�PSSO�JSV�XLIQ�
VIWXMRK�MR�PEVKI�ƤIPHW�

7OYROW��ERH�VEGGSSRW�ERH�STSWWYQW
�IQIVKI�
from their dens to mate. Listen for their 

territorial squabbles at night.

Look to the eastern sky shortly after dusk to 

ƤRH�XLI�7YQQIV�8VMERKPI��JSVQIH�F]�XLI�XVMS�SJ�
FVMKLX�WXEVW��:IKE��(IRIF��ERH�%PXEMV�

Witness the spectacular courtship display of 

[SSHGSGOW�EPSRK�XLI�IHKIW�SJ�QSMWX�ƤIPHW�
bordered by forests.

0SSO�JSV�LEVFSV�WIEPW�LEYPIH�SYX�SR�I\TSWIH�
VSGOW�EX�PS[�XMHI�EPSRK�XLI�WLSVIPMRIW��
particularly near the mouths of large rivers.

Listen for the last calls of meadow crickets on 

warm days.

,IEH�JSV�XLI�GSEWX�XS�WII�RSVXLIVR�KERRIXW��
PEVKI�[LMXI�WIEFMVHW��TPYRKMRK�LIEHPSRK�MRXS�
XLI�SGIER�MR�TYVWYMX�SJ�ƤWL�

;EHI�MR�GEPQ��TVSXIGXIH��GSEWXEP�[EXIVW�SR�E�
dark night and witness the magical sparkling of 

bioluminescent plankton all around you.

Look for praying mantises in the garden or 

taller vegetation around the edges of parks and 

backyards.

Hear the ethereal sounds of loons calling from 

their nesting territories on inland lakes.

;EXGL�JSV�QSREVGL�FYXXIVƥMIW�JIIHMRK�SR�
milkweed blossoms.

*MRH�EHYPX�XSEHW�MR�XLI�KEVHIR��SV�XMR]��FPEGO��
FEF]�XSEHW�SR�QSMWX�WSMP�RIEV�[EXIV��WYGL�EW�
the shoulders of old dirt roads.

2SXMGI�XLI�FPYI�ERH�TYVTPI�ƥS[IVW�SJ�GLMGSV]�
blooming along the roadsides.

Take a boat to see majestic humpback whales 

�ERH�SXLIV�WTIGMIW
�JIIHMRK�MR�XLI�[EXIVW�SJ�
Stellwagon Bank National Marine Sanctuary.

0SSO�JSV�VIH�HVEKSRƥMIW�ƥ]MRK�PS[�SZIV�WYRR]�
meadows on warm days.

3RI�SJ�XLI�ƤVWX�WTVMRK�QMKVERXW�XS�VIXYVR��
phoebes begin arriving at their nesting grounds. 

0MWXIR�JSV�XLI�WRETT]��X[S�RSXIH�WSRK�

1SREVGL�FYXXIVƥMIW�ERH�PEVKI��KVIIR�HEVRIV�
HVEKSRƥMIW�EVI�FSXL�QMKVEXMRK��;EXGL�JSV�XLIQ�
SZIV�WYRR]�ƤIPHW�ERH�KEVHIRW�

Many overwintering birds form cooperative 

JIIHMRK�ƥSGOW��0SSO�JSV�ƥSGOW�SJ�VSFMRW�JIIHMRK�
SR�[MRXIV�FIVVMIW��WYGL�EW�:MVKMRME�GVIITIV�

0SSO�YT�JSV�PEXI�QMKVEXMRK�VETXSVW��WYGL�EW�
VIH�XEMPIH�ERH�VSYKL�PIKKIH�LE[OW��WSEVMRK�
high overhead.

7TSX�E�WRS[]�S[P�EQMH�XLI�MG]��XYRHVE�PMOI�
I\TERWI�SJ�SRI�SJ�2I[�)RKPERHŭW�PEVKI��GSEWXEP�
QEVWLIW��SV�IZIR�&SWXSRŭW�0SKER�%MVTSVX�

3R�QMPH�IZIRMRKW��PMWXIR�JSV�XLI�GLMVT�PMOI�GEPP�SJ�
WTVMRK�TIITIVW�XLVSYKLSYX�[IX��[SSHIH�EVIEW�

Chipmunks emerge from their winter quarters. 

0SSO�JSV�XLIQ�WGYVV]MRK�EGVSWW�[SSHTMPIW��
WXSRI�[EPPW��ERH�JEPPIR�XVIIW�

Salamander migration begins about this time. 

Watch for them crossing roads in wooded 

EVIEW�SR�XLI�ƤVWX�[EVQ��VEMR]�RMKLXW�

-R�GSEWXEP�EVIEW��XLMW�MW�XLI�LIMKLX�SJ�WLSVIFMVHŭW�
northward migration. Watch them feeding as 

they fuel up along this tremendous journey.

-R�GSEWXEP�EVIEW��WII�QER]�WTIGMIW�SJ�QMKVEXSV]�
shorebirds feeding as they fuel up along their 

EQE^MRK�NSYVRI]�XS�'IRXVEP�ERH�7SYXL�%QIVMGE�

�k�7463986)%',®

%X�HYWO��PSSO�JSV�ƥSGOW�SJ�GVS[W�LIEHMRK�JSV�
XLIMV�GSQQYREP�VSSWX��[LIVI�SJXIR�QER]�
thousands will gather each night .

3R�E�GPIEV�RMKLX��PSSO�JSV�3VMSR�SZIVLIEH��
the most evident winter constellation in 

2I[�)RKPERH�

;EXGL�JSV�FIEVW�XLVSYKLSYX�QSVI�VIQSXI��
[SSHIH�EVIEW��EW�XLI]�EVI�FYWMP]�WXYJƤRK�
themselves with nuts and berries at this time.

)RNS]�XLI�XEWXI�SJ�JVIWL�JVYMX�ERH�ZIKIXEFPIW�
JVSQ�E�PSGEP�JEVQ�WXERH�SV�JEVQIVW�QEVOIX��SV�
TIVLETW�ZMWMX�E�TMGO�]SYV�S[R�ƤIPH�

:MWMX�E�GVERFIVV]�FSK�ERH�[MXRIWW�XLI
harvesting process.

Snakes and turtles are emerging from winter 

HIRW��0SSO�JSV�XLIQ�FEWOMRK�MR�WYRR]�WTSXW��
particularly on south-facing slopes and logs

Listen for the chorus of bullfrogs at night near 

ponds in rural areas.

;LMXI�XEMPIH�HIIV��ERH�QSSWI
�EVI�ZIV]�EGXMZI�
EX�XLMW�XMQI��0SSOSYX�JSV�XLIQ�KVE^MRK�EX�VSEH�
WLSYPHIVW�ERH�PMGOMRK�I\GIWW�VSEH�WEPX�

Great-horned owls are mating at this time. 

0MWXIR�JSV�XLIMV�RMKLXXMQI�LSSXW�JVSQ�QM\IH�
[SSHW��HIGMHYSYW�ERH�IZIVKVIIR�XVIIW
�

0MWXIR�JSV�XLI�LS[PW�ERH�]IPTW�SJ�GS]SXIW��
TEVXMGYPEVP]�ZSGEP�MR�PEXI�[MRXIV��XLIMV�WSYRHW�
carrying across the cold night air.

7IIQMRKP]�IEKIV�JSV�WTVMRKŭW�EVVMZEP��GLMGOEHIIW�
ERH�XYJXIH�XMXQMGI�FIKMR�XLIMV�WTVMRK�WSRKW��
whistling “Phoebe” and “Peter” respectively.

Bundle up and enjoy a quiet walk in a nearby 

TEVO�SV�[SSHW��[LMPI�VIGEPPMRK�E�]IEV�ƤPPIH�[MXL�
these and countless other natural pleasures.

1ETPI�WYKEVMRK�FIKMRW��:MWMX�SRI�SJ�2I[�
)RKPERHŭW�QER]�QETPI�WYKEVMRK�STIVEXMSRW�XS�
taste the sweet syrup fresh from the source.

8LI�PIEƥIWW�XVIIW�SJ�[MRXIV�QEOI�MX�ER�MHIEP�
WIEWSR�XS�WII��ERH�LIEV
�XLI�MQTVIWWMZI��
GVS[�WM^IH��TMPIEXIH�[SSHTIGOIV�

Take a quiet walk along a woodland edge after 

a fresh snowfall and look for various animal 

tracks and other signs of activity.
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